Guest editor's personal foreword
It is my great pleasure and honor to guest-edit this Special Issue of the European Journal of Mass Spectrometry dedicated to Jean-Claude Tabet on the occasion of his 75th birthday this past year. This is the opportunity to honor his entire career and also salute his immense dedication to mass spectrometry as well as his unrivalled enthusiasm and passion in transferring his knowledge and training students.
Jean-Claude Tabet (Figure 1 ) was born on 16 June 1943 in Constantine (Algeria). He completed his PhD thesis in chemistry at the University of Paris XI (Orsay, France) in 1973 in the mass spectrometry team of Dr HE Audier. He was appointed as assistant in 1968 and then as associate professor at this University in 1975. In 1985, he was named Professor at the ''Pierre et Marie Curie'' University (Paris), and over the next 26 years became internationally recognized for his advancements in mass spectrometry and gas-phase chemistry. He was appointed Professor Emeritus in September 2011 upon his retirement. Although retired, he has continued to provide many courses and training courses, and has been seconded to the Drug Metabolism Research Laboratory (CEA Saclay, France), the laboratory I belong to.
I first met Jean-Claude in 2001 to ask him to be my PhD mentor. I was trained as a biochemist and mass spectrometry did not initially fall into my field of expertise, but I had to implement mass spectrometrybased methods to evaluate milk powder quality. He immediately agreed to supervise my thesis although we did not know each other while such food application of mass spectrometry was also quite unusual for him. . . At that time, I was not quite sure what he exactly thought about me but I was quite sure he was enthusiastic and eager to share his knowledge on virtually all issues regarding mass spectrometry. Since that day, Jean-Claude has remained my mentor, has become a great friend and is even now a colleague at work! Indeed, almost 18 years after our first meeting and for my greatest pleasure, I still have the possibility to exchange with Jean-Claude about mass spectrometry on a daily basis.
Over his career, Jean-Claude has made extensive contributions to the fields of fundamental gas-phase chemistry, ion activation, ion-molecule reactions and dissociation mechanisms, and stereochemistry but also regarding the internal energy of desorbed ions or ion trapping. In the recent years, he has more focused on metabolomics, particularly with regard to the identification of unknown compounds by tandem mass spectrometry.
He has published more than 430 peer reviewed research papers (see publication list in supplementary material) and trained more than 130 PhD students, who have contributed greatly to the development of the mass spectrometry community in France. Jean-Claude is a very human and emotional person who has always considered all his students as his own children. This highlights his enormous ability to build strong relationships with people and a vast network of scientists and friends.
This Special Issue of the European Journal of Mass Spectrometry contains a collection of scientific articles from Jean-Claude's friends, former students, and colleagues. I would like to thank all the authors for their contribution and support to this Special Issue. The papers constituting this issue cover a wide range of topics such as instrumentation, fundamental mass spectrometry, as well as various kinds of applications of mass spectrometry, which perfectly reflects JeanClaude's broad interest in mass spectrometry. I would also like to warmly acknowledge Ju¨rgen Grotemeyer as 
